
 
 

 

 

This past November, as well as in No-

vember of 2010, I was blessed to be 

part of the St. Tomôs delegation to our 

sister parish in El Salvador, Maria Ma-

dre de los Pobres.   Because I had been 

a missionary in El Salvador some 20 

years ago, it was a real joy to return 

again to the land where part of my 

heart still remains.  In spite of some 

terrifying situations I experienced dur-

ing my time there, since the war was in 

full swing, the kindness and generosity of the people of that land far ex-

ceeded the fear and tension experienced through those years.  Although 

the war had ended in 1992, most of El Salvador is still racked with de-

plorable living conditions.  Poverty and violence is spread throughout 

the country.  Education is the only door through which the young people 

can escape their desolate future.  St. Tomôs scholarship program is the 

beacon of light leading more than 100 students toward hopefulness and 

promise. 
 

As I listened to the stories and witnessed the tears of appreciation by 

students who have been helped through the scholarship program, I 

thought, ñOur parishioners have no idea of the impact of the good that 

they are doing!ò  No oneôs heart would remain unmoved when the stu-

dentsô stories of hope emerge from the midst of abject poverty and hope-

lessness.   The scholarship program allows the youth of Mar²a Madre de 
los Pobres to attend high school and/or college.  Besides their studies, 

the students who receive the scholarships are also required to participate 

in parish activities that help others in need, continually multiplying the 

kindness that they have received.   
 

This brochure mentions the three different scholarship plans in which St. 

Tomôs parishioners can choose to participate to support our sister parish.  

Although some of you may not receive the names of the students you 

will sponsor prior to your commitment (The school year in El Salvador 

usually begins in February.), the names will be sent to you as soon as we 

receive them from Mar²a Madre de los Pobres.  Please consider becom-
ing one of the beacons of light leading a young person to the fulfillment 

of long-held dreams. 
 

                                                                 Sr. Pamela Owens, CSJ 

 Correspondence to: 
Salvadoran Scholarship Program - c/o St. Thomas More Catholic Student Parish 

421 Monroe Street - Kalamazoo, MI  49006 
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Oscar, Luis, Mayra, and Jose. Four of the seven 2011 University Graduates  
pictured with their certificates presented to them by St. Tomõs delegation 


